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The challenge:
conferring urbanity
on a suburban
environment by
building on proven
know-how



Good use of
proven know-
how...




The territory in question

A suburban environment located
at the heart of the island of
Montréal and hemmaed in by the
boroughs of Saint-Laurent and
Cote-des-Neiges—Notre-Dame-
de-Grace, the Town of Mount
Royal, and the Cities of
Hampstead and Cote-Saint-Luc




A district being transformed
without an overall vision




Issues and
challenges

Erosion of part of an irregular suburban
fabric

Presence of major transportation
infrastructures making it difficult to open up
an area of some 250 ha

Fragmented development dynamic that
more closely resembles a juxtaposition of
real estate projects than a real urban project

e Unfortunately underway

Over-dependence on the automobile and
absence of functional and environmental
suitability of active mobility routes

Change the image of the district
Avoid confusing density with urbanity

Assert municipal leadership in urban
planning

Make the real estate dimension subject to an
urbanistic perspective tied in with an urban
design approach

Make public interventions the spearhead of
the area’s repurposing



An exceptional space,
..really ?

* That being said, during that time...
* 1965 — Purchase of the racetrack by Paul Desmarais & ! 8

and Power Corporation  Angus workshops
* Faubourg Québec
* 1970 — Purchase of the racetrack by Campeau * Marconi (TMR)
Corporation, which planned to build a real estate * Faubourg des Récollets
project there  Canadair/Bois franc

* Griffintown

* 1991 - Purchase of the racetrack by the Société s ibasin L.
d’habitation et de développement de Montréal * Rosemont municipal workshops
(SHDM), which planned to devote part of the site to a * Outremont train yard
residential development



Extract from a 1939 map
Extract from a 1939 map showing

(Ville de Montréal archives)
the areas built in 1935 (Ville de
Montréal archives)

An area representative of
the suburbanization of the
Glorious 30s

Montréal in 1952
(Ville de Montréal archives)



The creation of
an interstice

Aerial photos 1947
Ville de Montréal archives




The filling of the
interstice

Décarie
Interchange

Décarie Interchange




The Décarie axis:
Montréal’s
version of
Taschereau/Curé-
Labelle Bivd.




A corridor that remains the
realm of the automobile despite
the transformations




The area’s showcase:
an intra-urban highway
that doubles as a
commercial strip




A pre-requisite:

opening up the area and prioritizing
collective and active modes of
transpurtation




A destination and
transit territory

A good part of the commercial and industrial activities
rely on heavy transport




The costs, the benefits and the
negative consequences of opening up
the area are not distributed
homogeneously

The Royalmount project will
generate 60 million in municipal
taxes but will lead to major
congestion problems in an area
already known for traffic jams and
will be felt by merchants throughout
the island.

Royalmount project: Montréal
is “very concerned” about the
expected traffic congestion



A pre-requisite:

opening up the area and prioritizing
collective and active modes of
transportation

Jean-Marc Offner (1993)
“The structuring effects of
transportation: political
myth, scientific illusion,”
L'Espace géographique, p.
233-242.

Beware of magical
thinking

Transportation
infrastructures are not
necessarily structuring; they
are only in some instances
and in some areas




What can be
done with this
facture and
this very
negative
image?




Proposal for
covering a
limited section
(90 m) near the
Namur metro
station

Total or partial
covering: a solution
that has been
asserted over the
past few decades

Covering of a segment of the
Ville-Marie Expressway near
the Champ-de-Mars station

Segment of the
expressway
covered near the
Eglise Notre-
Dame-de-Grace




Will we be able to avoid the juxtaposition of residential enclaves?
What role does the Ville de Montréal intend to play?



The Triangle, an
uncompleted project

An immediate
environment of very
poor quality

Catalyse Urbaine
architecture et paysage
Lauréat du concours de

design (2011)



A few questions to

structure the
* Scale, boundaries and use(s) of the neighbourhood
thought process units?

* Scale, boundaries and use(s) of the district?

* Type of social and functional mix?

* Horizontal, vertical?
* By building, by island, by neighbourhood?

* Types of roads and land parcels?

* Degree of permeability between the desirable and
attainable elements?

e Ways and means of current and future social and
functional cohabitation?

* Relevance of the acquisitions and reparcellations?



