The Intangibles that Define a Community
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St. John’s sets the best example for Canada when it comes to civic measures that
influence the health of a community. Charlottetown came last in the municipal factors
ranking that is revealed in the second part of a National Post analysis to find Canada’s
Healthy Cities.

An expert examined a range of civic factors in 14 Canadian cities to see how they
affected health, such as local environment, air quality, amount of green spaces, crime
rates, and laws that protect health, including second-hand smoke legislation.

The civic ranking is just one of six categories of the Post’s Healthy Cities project, which
will identify Canada’s healthiest city by analyzing the many factors affecting the health
of a community.

The data were gathered from a broad range of sources, including Statistics Canada,
Environment Canada, several special interest groups and our own municipal survey.

When an expert at the University of Calgary combined 14 diverse municipal factors -
external factors that influence a community's health - St. John’s came out on top.

The city had the best air quality in the country, Environment Canada data for 1998 to
2000 show. St. John’s boasted the lowest levels of ground-level ozone and particulate
matter smaller than 2.5 microns in size — tiny particles so small they can invade the
deepest recesses of a person’s lungs. The numbers for Toronto were nearly twice as high.

St. John’s also benefits from some of the lowest crime rates, according to three-year
averages provided by Statistics Canada from 1999 to 2001 on the number of homicides,
violent incidents and cases of property crime per 100,000 residents.

The city has a smoking by-law intended to protect residents from harmful second-hand
smoke and a bicycle helmet law. Halifax was the only city in the project with a ban on
the residential use of pesticides, for which it scored extra points.

Other cities in the project, however, excelled on other indicators included in the category.
In terms of access to park space, Saint John, N.B., came first with just 901 hectares of
parkland: Its numerous public squares, Irving Nature Park and the sprawling Rockwood
Park amount to an average of 12,9 hectares of parks per 1,000 people.

Green space is more than esthetic green frill, said Dr. Jim Dunn, who teaches in the
University of Calgary’s community health sciences department and helped produce the
National Post’s rankings. Parks can be a salient measure of community health, he said.



“We have what we call a top lot at the end of my street,” said Dr. Dunn, whose
background is in the social geography of health.

“It’s a big grassy space with gymboree kinds of things for kids to play on. Now, I don't
derive any direct benefit from that, since I don’t have any young children who play there.
But the fact that there are these kinds of things on my street adds to the overall quality of
my life.

It means the are kids and families who live in my neighbourhood. It means the kids are
being occupied, developing play-based skills, keeping busy and keeping active.

It’s the same principle behind things like school quality and having an educated populace.
Regardless of whether you have kids or not, there are huge payoffs to these kinds of
things as a society.”

Calgary, the city in which he lives, was the second-place finisher on park space. A
municipal survey conducted by the National Post found it offers 9.67 hectares for every
1,000 people.

The green space findings are limited to municipal boundaries, however, which can
greatly affect a city's overall number. Ottawa, for example, has 4,925 hectares of parks
within its boundaries, but that does not include the vast Gatineau Park in Quebec, located
across the Ottawa River from the nation’s capital. It gives Ottawans easy access to a
36,000-hectare nature reserve.

Montreal, which has 2,000 hectares of parkland, comes out at the bottom of the measure
according to its population size, with only 1.92 hectares per 1,000 residents. That placed
it slightly below the levels in the suburban spraw] of Mississauga.

Vancouver, the city that Canadians most readily associate with greenery and nature,
actually comes out near the bottom of the survey’s green space category, with its 1,278
hectares of parkland translating into only 2.34 hectares of parks per 1,000 residents. The
seaside city’s locale boost people’s overall impression of its park space because of the
surrounding mountains, waterways and mile upon mile of walking trails.

Compared to a factor such as air quality, which can directly correlate to the health of a
community, the connection between civic well-being and green space may seem tenuous.
Yet it is these intangible qualities of municipal health - park space, school funding and
library spending and newspaper readership among them - that can set the tone for a
community.

Charlottetown received the lowest ranks on overall municipal factors with Montreal
being second last and Saint John is third last.

Residents of Charlottetown reported one of the highest proportions of ‘unmet health care
needs.” Nearly 15% of the population felt they did not receive health care when they



needed it at some point in the past year, a statistic that could indicate barriers to accessing
the health care system or inadequate resources. Charlottetown was also the only city of
the 14 in the project that does not have a public transit system:.

In addition to the three categories already discussed in the four-part Healthy Cities series
-lifestyle choices, health outcomes, child development and, now municipal factors - a
fifth, ‘civic literacy,” also plays a role. The measures in this category assess how
informed people are about their community and how involved in it they choose to be.

Henry Milner, a Montreal political scientist who has written a book about the subject,
says governments typically make better policies and boast a better quality of life when
they have a citizenry that is educated, engaged and active.

In Civic Literacy: How Informed Citizens Make Democracy Work, Dr. Milner explains
the critical role of factors such as media consumption, adult education, library service and
anything that aids citizens in informing themselves about their communities.

The link between high media use and voter turnout seems to be evident in Charlottetown,
which has both the highest percentage of newspaper readers and the highest voter turnout
during the last municipal election. Both figures are considerably higher than the national
average for voting rates. And according to figures from NADbank, an industry group
jointly run by newspaper companies, 78% of adults in Charlottetown read their local
newspaper, which is nearly 20% higher than the next highest readership city of
Winnipeg.

“Democracy requires at least minimal engagement,” says Dr. Milner. “Perhaps a place
like Charlottetown, which is smaller, has a definite sense of itself and there isn’t the same
kind of disengagement that would happen in a bigger community.”

Residents of Charlottetown inherit their sense of caring for the community from a sense
of belonging deeply rooted to the island's long, colourful history, said Tony Reddin, co-
ordinator of Environmental Coalition of P.E.I. “If people become even more active and
outspoken, things would change,” said Mr. Reddin, who is lobbying the provincial
government for a ban on residential pesticide use.

Another example of how all of these disparate elements are interconnected is evident in
Saskatoon, which has high levels of spending on library materials, long life expectancy,
and “is a community known as having the collective efficiency to identify problems,
mobilize resources and deal with them,” said Dr. Dunn.

He illustrates his point by explaining that when the government wanted to set up early
childhood development centres, the banks in Saskatoon engaged in a bidding war about
who was going to finance the projects. “People have a general sense that the community
they live in makes an impact on their well-being,” he explained. “Different things are
valued by people at different points in their life cycle... These municipal factors are all



about beginning to bridge that gap between individual benefit and the greater
community.”

PARKS SPACE:
Hectares per 1,000 people

Charlottetown: 6.26
Halifax: 5.71
Saint John; 12,9
Montreal: 1.92
Hamilton: 4.56
Ottawa: 6.36
Mississauga: 2.29
Toronto: 3.19
Saskatoon: 6.55
Calgary: 9.67
Edmonton: 3.76
Vancouver: 2.34

CITIES RANKED BY MUNICIPAL FACTORS*:

1. St. John's
2. Vancouver
3. Ottawa

4. Toronto

5. Saskatoon
6. Calgary

7. Mississauga
8. Winnipeg
9. Edmonton
10. Halifax
11. Hamilton
12. Saint John
13. Montreal
14. Charlottetown

*Includes air quality; sewage treatment and disposal; hectares of public parks per 1,000
people; unmet health care needs; the number of library holdings per capita and the
spending on library materials per capita; cash fare for one adult bus ride; the rate of
homicides; property and violent crime rates; public school board expenditures per student
and the extent of health-related legislation, including prohibitions on smoking, pesticide
use and bicycle helmet laws.
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affected health, such as local environment, air quality, amount of green spaces, crime
rates, and laws that protect health, including second-hand smoke legislation.

The civic ranking is just one of six categories of the Post’s Healthy Cities project, which
will identify Canada’s healthiest city by analyzing the many factors affecting the health
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The data were gathered from a broad range of sources, including Statistics Canada,
Environment Canada, several special interest groups and our own municipal survey.

When an expert at the University of Calgary combined 14 diverse municipal factors -
external factors that influence a community's health - St. John’s came out on top.

The city had the best air quality in the country, Environment Canada data for 1998 to
2000 show. St. John’s boasted the lowest levels of ground-level ozone and particulate
matter smaller than 2.5 microns in size — tiny particles so small they can invade the
deepest recesses of a person’s lungs. The numbers for Toronto were nearly twice as high.

St. John’s also benefits from some of the lowest crime rates, according to three-year
averages provided by Statistics Canada from 1999 to 2001 on the number of homicides,
violent incidents and cases of property crime per 100,000 residents.

The city has a smoking by-law intended to protect residents from harmful second-hand
smoke and a bicycle helmet law. Halifax was the only city in the project with a ban on
the residential use of pesticides, for which it scored extra points.

Other cities in the project, however, excelled on other indicators included in the category.
In terms of access to park space, Saint John, N.B., came first with just 901 hectares of
parkland: Its numerous public squares, Irving Nature Park and the sprawling Rockwood
Park amount to an average of 12.9 hectares of parks per 1,000 people.

Green space is more than esthetic green frill, said Dr. Jim Dunn, who teaches in the
University of Calgary’s community health sciences department and helped produce the
National Post’s rankings. Parks can be a salient measure of community health, he said.



“We have what we call a top lot at the end of my street,” said Dr. Dunn, whose
background is in the social geography of health.

“It’s a big grassy space with gymboree kinds of things for kids to play on. Now, I don't
derive any direct benefit from that, since I don’t have any young children who play there.
But the fact that there are these kinds of things on my street adds to the overall quality of
my life.

It means the are kids and families who live in my neighbourhood. It means the kids are
being occupied, developing play-based skills, keeping busy and keeping active.

It’s the same principle behind things like school quality and having an educated populace.
Regardless of whether you have kids or not, there are huge payoffs to these kinds of
things as a society.”

Calgary, the city in which he lives, was the second-place finisher on park space. A
municipal survey conducted by the National Post found it offers 9.67 hectares for every
1,000 people.

The green space findings are limited to municipal boundaries, however, which can
greatly affect a city's overall number. Ottawa, for example, has 4,925 hectares of parks
within its boundaries, but that does not include the vast Gatineau Park in Quebec, located
across the Ottawa River from the nation’s capital. It gives Ottawans easy access to a
36,000-hectare nature reserve.

Montreal, which has 2,000 hectares of parkland, comes out at the bottom of the measure
according to its population size, with only 1.92 hectares per 1,000 residents. That placed
it slightly below the levels in the suburban sprawl of Mississauga.

Vancouver, the city that Canadians most readily associate with greenery and nature,
actually comes out near the bottom of the survey’s green space category, with its 1,278
hectares of parkland translating into only 2.34 hectares of parks per 1,000 residents. The
seaside city’s locale boost people’s overall impression of its park space because of the
surrounding mountains, waterways and mile upon mile of walking trails.

Compared to a factor such as air quality, which can directly correlate to the health of a
community, the connection between civic well-being and green space may seem tenuous.
Yet it is these intangible qualities of municipal health - park space, school funding and
library spending and newspaper readership among them - that can set the tone for a
community.

Charlottetown received the lowest ranks on overall municipal factors with Montreal
being second last and Saint John is third last.

Residents of Charlottetown reported one of the highest proportions of ‘unmet health care
needs.” Nearly 15% of the population felt they did not receive health care when they



needed it at some point in the past year, a statistic that could indicate barriers to accessing
the health care system or inadequate resources. Charlottetown was also the only city of
the 14 in the project that does not have a public transit system.

In addition to the three categories already discussed in the four-part Healthy Cities series
-lifestyle choices, health outcomes, child development and, now municipal factors - a
fifth, ‘civic literacy,” also plays a role. The measures in this category assess how
informed people are about their community and how involved in it they choose to be.

Henry Milner, a Montreal political scientist who has written a book about the subject,
says governments typically make better policies and boast a better quality of life when
they have a citizenry that is educated, engaged and active.

In Civic Literacy: How Informed Citizens Make Democracy Work, Dr. Milner explains
the critical role of factors such as media consumption, adult education, library service and
anything that aids citizens in informing themselves about their communities.

The link between high media use and voter turnout seems to be evident in Charlottetown,
which has both the highest percentage of newspaper readers and the highest voter turnout
during the last municipal election. Both figures are considerably higher than the national
average for voting rates. And according to figures from NADbank, an industry group
Jointly run by newspaper companies, 78% of adults in Charlottetown read their local
newspaper, which is nearly 20% higher than the next highest readership city of
Winnipeg.

“Democracy requires at least minimal engagement,” says Dr. Milner. “Perhaps a place
like Charlottetown, which is smaller, has a definite sense of itself and there isn’t the same
kind of disengagement that would happen in a bigger community.”

Residents of Charlottetown inherit their sense of caring for the community from a sense
of belonging deeply rooted to the island's long, colourful history, said Tony Reddin, co-
ordinator of Environmental Coalition of P.E.I. “If people become even more active and
outspoken, things would change,” said Mr. Reddin, who is lobbying the provincial
government for a ban on residential pesticide use.

Another example of how all of these disparate elements are interconnected is evident in
Saskatoon, which has high levels of spending on library materials, long life expectancy,
and “is a community known as having the collective efficiency to identify problems,
mobilize resources and deal with them,” said Dr. Dunn.

He illustrates his point by explaining that when the government wanted to set up early
childhood development centres, the banks in Saskatoon engaged in a bidding war about
who was going to finance the projects. “People have a general sense that the community
they live in makes an impact on their well-being,” he explained. “Different things are
valued by people at different points in their life cycle... These municipal factors are all



about beginning to bridge that gap between individual benefit and the greater
community.”
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and the extent of health-related legislation, including prohibitions on smoking, pesticide
use and bicycle helmet laws.
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reens unite to save

threatened forests

Montreal s new breed of activists
makes politicians take notice

LAIRE LE ROUX

looks at the network of

rusty railway tracks

that crisscross the

*s aging industrial areas and she
tree-lined cycle paths and hiking

m she looks at the St. Lawrence

River, she sees clean public beaches

and boats ferrying suburban com-

fnuters to and from downtown jobs.

{ She looks at garbage-strewn alleys
seamnet-my playgrounds lined
h plants and benches.

Le Roux’s vision of the greening of
homml may sound far-fetched, but
Hon't write her off as a dreamer.

+ She is president of Loisir-Ville, a
pou lhalpmmotsmuuon inthe
city. and Loisir-Ville is a member of
the Green Coalition, an umbrella
group fighting 10 preserve
space in Montreal. The Green Coali-
ton is home to a new breed of ¢n-
vironmental activists who have been
ing Jocal politicians sit up and
notice,

Since it was founded in Augusl the
Green Coalition — a loose federa-
tion of about 40 groups — has
launched vocal campaigns (o save
green space in several west-end mun-
cipalities.

ﬂnswedgMonuulWenluump-
port to the coalition’s goals by pus-
ing & resolution
ing Ville St. leesphnforahngb-
density on the Mea-

dowbrook

On Jan. 29, Cite St. Luc bowed to
pressure from the opalition when it
backed down on a plan to support
mdmhaldevdqxnmtomupmof
the Meadowbrook Golf Course.

In January, citizens in St. Laurent
blocked city-approved plans to build
%:‘:[mmt plant near Bois de Licsse

Bumped landfill

In Beaconsfield this week, mem-
bers of the Green Coalition called for
the resignation of Mayor Patricia
Rustad after a contractor dumped
about 6,000 tennes of landfill on a
wooded site north of Highway 20 at
Woodland Ave, The contractor
claimed Rustad knew about the
dumping, but the mayor denied it
and refused to step down.

The Green Coalition has also ta-
ken much of the credit for the Mont-
real Urban Colnmumtys ambitious
plan, announced in Decemnber, to
spend $200 million — in addition to
$94 million pmm:lg approved —
to buy, preserve
space ¥n the next decade. It mm
creation of a “green network™ of cy-
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"lomwelshndmuualnhm to take a change of attitude,”
tays activist Claire Le Roun. - .

Where the green spaces are

Following arc the undeveloped for-
ested areas that are the subject of
U:lcrvanon batiles in the Montreal

rban Community.

@ The Bols Franc:

+8kre: 45 hectares, 30 hectares in
Dollard des Ormeaun and the bal-
ance in St. Laurent and Dorval.

Owuership: Real estate developer
Mario Grilli owns 30 bectares in Dol-
iard des Omeaux. Matrox Lid., an
clpctronics company, owng the Dor-
val land while there are five different

in St. Laurent.

Zoned for high density
but so far is protected under
UCs interim  green-space

m space freeze. Grilli wanis to
ild a 2,000-unit housing develop-
ment on 60 bectares in the northwest,
The town has accepted his plan, and

proposcd to the MUC that the
be preserved as a regional

‘orest No. 2 is a 26-hectare wood-
land near the centre of Jle Bizard.
awmnedbyﬁnlll.atuw\dawul-
B The Amve & I'Orme forest:

Sh= 49 hectares in Ste. Anne de

N Omﬂiip: Grilli owns three-quar-

ters and Belcoun Ine. owns the bal-

ance.

Statex: Zoned for residential hous-
i but is protecied under the
MUCs green-space frecze. The town
has passed a resolution asking the
MUC 10 preserve the land as a re-

parktand,

dweiling and mdunml
under the MUC's green-space freeze.
The city has passed a resoltution ask-
ing the MUC 10 presesve the land asa
regional pack.
B Meadowirook Golf Comrve:
slSh:S‘JTIwct.n:u:nlmu.nInll‘in\"il!;e

. Pierre, bordering Montreal West,
andhaﬂ'mC&eSt.uc.

Marathon Realty, the

devdwmumol‘&ndmhaf

mmr«mmum
ing. The citizens' group Guard Our
Local Face wants lhe entire golf

course preserved as
Mamhonhasuwllma
ng development, with 2,000 un-
ilsinVith!.l’imemdu:eruin
Cdte St. Luc. On Jan. 29, Cdie St
Luc has passed a resolution calling
for preservation of the golf course as
n space. Ville St. Pierve is deter-
mined 10 press ahead with housing.

He Bizard forest

R 6eacoislield larest \\

™ Lake Si1. Louts
\,\,_A_} g5
e agowbrook golt caurse

- Bicyele palm

way and hydroelectric lines, acquisi-

nonofwoodlmdnndlhemonof
green pole” of parkiand on the

mtipoﬂheisland.

The MUC abso promised in De-
cember to buy or ex iate a 30-
hectare chunk of the Bois Franc for-
est in Dollard des Ormeaux and pre-
serve it as a regional park.

Le Roux, a founding member of the
coalition, said the MUC's green-
space policy marks a long-overdue
turnaround.

“To make the island green again
and create access to the waler is going
10 take a change of attitude,” she
said, “Luckily, Monirealers have wa-
kened up in time.”

Despile Montreal’s stunning set-
ting, surrounded by water and
topped by a mountain, planmng
has made much of the c?t.;o:n ecologi-
cal wasteland, green-space advocates

“‘Y'he city lags far behind Toronto
andevenbehmd New York for park-

'l'he MUC has 1.27 hectares of
parkland per 1,000 inhabitants, com-
pared 10 3.7 hectares per 1,000 in To-
ronto, MUC figures show.

Montreal would need two more
parks the size of Mount Royal, in ad-
dition toall of the present green space
onthemlandandllel!mrd,whave

Pat

of Conservation Pledge Canada,

nature trust, and an organizer oftbe
Green Coalition.

Vancouver has seven times as
much green space per capita as Mont-
real. Donovan said. )

Montreal's green-space deficit is il
lustrated by a study of biomass —
which measures the density of vege-
tation ~~ commissioned by the MUC
in June 1988.

Green space

Satellite images show that 42 per
cent of the surface of the MUC has
little or no living vegetation — that
is, the land is covered with buildings,
asphalt and other non-living sur-
faces.

Forest — considered 10 have the
highest biomass — covers less than 6
per cent of land in the MUC and is
limited to lle Bizard, the West Island
and Mount Royal.

Another 22 per cent of the land
was rated as low to medium biomass
— calegories that range from (ree-
lined residential areas to farmland.
Those areas are concentrated on the
West Island and a few residential
arcas closer Lo the city core such as
the Town of Mount Royal,

The few remaining traces of nature
are dm;;pmnrgjg from the Montreal
area at a distu, rate, says Richard
Gaudreau, mu?m dlm,:r of park
planning for the MUC.

*Jfwe don't inlervene, ibe situation
will continue to deteriorate uatil it
becomes irreversible,” he said.

“We're going to see residents leav-
ing the uh.nd We're going Lo see in-

Trees are essential to the environ-
meqllgennnlhqom_llbeairmd
purify it by collecting airborne parti-
cles and pmduu oxygen, Oau-
has a much

“You payforlhlllnlhclevelof
frustration of your inhabitants. [t cre-
ates increased violence and agres-
sion,” said Fleicher, aGndeblmdl-

munity of Saraguay next to Cartier-
ville on lhe Rivitre des Prairies
That's where Sylvia Oljemark, 49,
lh: ooalition's sofi-spoken co-foun-

and acknowledged inspiration,

W up.
“We're not wildeyed radicals.
Wcrcj\mmnddlo-of-thn-madpmls

AARDN DERFEL
THE GAZETTE
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cnnoemed about their en-
wmnmenl she said in an inlerview
in her modest, mapic-furnished
home.

Oljemark became involved as an
environmental activist, somewhat to
her own surprise, in 1987, when she
noticed that a creck she had skated
on as a child was no longer freczing
over and oozed with a black, oily sub-

She investigated, and found that lo-
cal industries were dumping waste
into the creeks.

“I'm a layman. | don’t know all
those polyunpronounceable things.
But “l found ow what poliution
Was.

Soon, Ofjemark had 200 volunteers
working on a campaign 10 clean up
the creeks. It resulted in a joint study
by the Quebec Environment Depart-
ment and MUC that identified 50
companies polluting the creeks.

Then, Oliemark leamed that Dol
lard des Ormeaux was planning to
extend de Salaberry Bivd. through
the centre of the Bois Franc and Lo
bulldoze more than half of the forest
to make way for a housing develop-
menl.

*I'd been battling for the creek that
gees through the forest. | discovered
that most of the forest was to be de-
siroyed,” she said

in 1988, Olpna.rk and several
‘other groups trying 1o save green
spaces formed Green Environment

;

emy No. 1.

name a few municipalities.

or environmentalists in the Mont-
real area, Mario Grilli is public en-

Gnilli owns 1.9 million hectares of
forests and (iclds on the island of Monireal and in
the Bizard, Pincourt, Laval and Blainville — just lo

He’s the biggest and mast powerful real-cstate
developer in the area. In the last 30 years, his
company has buill more than 5.000 houses.

© And il he has his way, he will build thousands
move on the land environm. ntalists claim are the
only remaining grecn spaces on 1he island.

But Grilli, 54, says he’s not the ¢nemy here. He's

plan for its luture.

tn ihe last |5 years. Grilli has seen his land hold-

mushroom from three tracts in Pincourt. Pier-
n. onds and lic Bizard to almost all the undeve-
loped and on the West Island.

And hc now has a stake in three forests which
covironmentalists are struggling 10 save from the
the Bois Franc in Dollzrd des Or-
meaux, the Anse 3 I'Orme forest in Ste. Anne de

bulldozer -~

The greening
of Montreal

A new breed of environmental ac-
tivist is making local governments
sit up and lake notice. Since it was
founded in August, the Green Co-
alition — a federation of about 40
groups — has launched vocal
campaigns to save gresn space in

|'ll
.

West Island, which was replaced by
‘the Green Coalition in August 1989,
She sayz it is not right that develop-
ers owning huge tracts of land, such
as the Groupe immeobilier Grilli Inc.,
negotiate major projects with munic-
ipal officials behind closed doors.

“The Grilli corpomtion is calling
the shots. He's drawing the map, not
the MUC, with input from citizens.
We want to put an end to that,”

Local municipelities must make
m‘m alop nnonty said Jean-

Marsan, head of the faculty of
architecture and urban planning at
the Université de Moniréal.

In this century, the Montreal area
mushroomed, but little thought was
given lo pieserving green space, he
said. “In the 19th century, it was

-mose common  to provide for

Many paris lost

in the late |9th century, Montreal
had many public squares and parks,
such as St. Louis, Viger and Victoria
Squarcs and 1he city's pride, the park
on Mount Royal, which was created
in 1888, But many were lost under
new buildings and streets as the city

FE:; the 20th century, the tradition
was lost,” Marsan sayd.

Beaconsfiedd Mayor Rustad is a
leading critic of the coalition. She
charges it represents primanly privi-

years

several west-end muncipalities.
PAGE BS

leged West Island residents wha g
ready have more than theis Fair shave
of the island’s green space.

West Island people are spoiled.“ she
said. “They've got a lot of

The east end people don’ IE.II.k ok

But Oljemark rejects the perception
of the coalition as a West Island
movement.

“The West Island has been the fo-
cus of the Green Coalition but it's
bocoming something else,” she sajd,
“It started here because there is ‘Jull
some grecn space Ieft on the
Island.”

For Oljemark, the next major chal-

lengz is to make the coalition, whose
members will elect their first board of
directors at a meeting Apnl 4, an of-
fective force throughout the "Mont-
real area.
. The coalition has become involved
in battles from Oka, where the Kane-
satake Mohawk band a pro-
posal by the Oka Golf Club to cut
down forest 1o expand its goif course,
to the lles de Boucherville, where
South Shore residents have opposed
a planned condominium develop-
ment.

The coalition proposes 10 help fi-
nance the acquisition of green space
by agreen Ioll;r'y and provincial gov-
emment issue of $500 million in con-
servation bonds. The lottery scheme
has received accolades, but no irm
commitment, from MUC and pro-
vincial officials.

Land developer blames city for poor planning

just trying 10 make an honest dollar, and has fol-
lowed a philosophy that land can make you rich.

1 built my first house with a pick and shovel
with my brother in 1957, the ltalian-hom busi-
nessman recalled in an interview in his Kirkland

oflice.
Grilli says the real culprits are the politicians and
urban planners for a city that doesn't know how 10

Bellevue and the lle Bizard forest.

But Grilli wants environmentalists to know hﬂs
nol against preserving those forests and says his
developments are abundant in green space. -~

The lle Bizard resident pointed out that he hm
offered to sell his 30-hectare portion of the Bows
Franc 10 the Montreal Urban Community for $15
malion — more than Iwice what he paid for it !‘w.r

“We think the Bois Franc is an Important Ilnra*
and should be protected. 11's in the helse of B,
MUC territory,” he said.

Grilli blamed the green-space crisis of noG. plan-
nung by the MLUC ™~
for a munimum of five 10 !
should have planned ai-z:2 &5
bought ihe land.” he said.

As a developer. we ulan ahead
ye MUC
Bgo any
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LAIRE LE ROUX
looks at the network of
rusty milway tracks
that criss<cross  the
s aging industrial areas and she
s tree-lined cycle paths and hiking

%sbelooksanhe& Lawrence

iiver the sees clean public beaches

apd boats ferrying suburban com-

fnuters to and from downtown jobs.

! She looks at garbage-sirewn alleys

t:ld sees inner-city playgrounds lined
and benches.

lzRousvmofthemmgor
Nlomrul may sound far-fetched, but
bon t write her off as a dreamer.

| She is president of Loisir-Ville. a
'mu thalptmmsrecmuon inthe
city. and Loisir-Ville is a member of
the Green Coalition, an umbrella
Poup Nighting to preserve
space in Montreal. The Green
tion is home to a newbmedofcn-
vironmental activists who have been

ing local politicians sit up and
notice.

Sinoe it was founded in August, the
(preen Coalition — a loose federa-
tion of about 40 groups — has
launched vocal campaigns to save
green space in several west-end mun-
cipalities.

M ontreal’s new breed of activists
makes politicians take notice

This w&eek.mh:zntrul ‘West lent sup~
to tion's pass-
!:‘n resolution mpahmby
|n3V|IIcSLP1erruplmfouhlw-
density on the Mea-

dowbrook L

On Jan. 29, Cdte St. Luc bowed 10
pressure from the coalition when it
backed down on a plan to suppost
rwdmmldevdopnmtonmmof
lheMeldowbmok Course.

In January, citizens in St, Laurent
blocked city-approved plans to build
;ao;mml plant near Bois de Liesse

Dumped landfill

In Beaconsfield this week, mem-
bers of the Green Coalition calied for
the resignation of Mayor Patrica
Rustad after 3 contractor dumped
about 6,000 tonnes of landfill on a
wooded site north of Highway 20 at
Woodland Ave. The contractor
claimed Rustad knew about the
dumping, but the mayor denied it
and refused to step down.

The Green Coalition has also 1s-
ken much of the credit for the Monz-
real Urban Community'’s ambitious
plan, announced in December, to
spend $200 million — in addition l.o
$94 million previously approved
to buy, preserve and create ncfm
space in the next decade. It i
creation of 3 “green network™ of cy-

DAVE WAY
"'I'nmmuandumnaplnlsgofngtohnachunolmnudo."
says activist Claire Lo Rour.

Where the green spaces are

Following are the undeveloped for-
ested areas that are the subject of
Buervuion baitles in the Montreal

rban Community,

0 The Bols Franc:

1 Slze: 45 hectares, 30 hectares in
Dollard des Ormeaux and the bal-
ance in St. Laurent and Dorval.

lord des Ormeaux. Matrox Lid., an
elpctronics company, owns the Dor-
val land while theee are five different

Oweership:
Seatex: Zoned rural and 188 heg-
ares are protecied uader the MUC's
space freeze. Grilli wanis to
m.z,mnmmum

::m preserved as a segional
Forest No. 2 is a 26-hectare wood-

near the centre of lle Bizard.
by Grilli, it is zoned agricul-

B The Anse & I'Ormee forest:
Skze: 49 hectares in Ste. Anne de

* Oweership: Grilli owns three-quar-

lmandﬂdomxtlnnownslhebal-
.Sntlslnmdforlmdmlulhms-

has passed a resolution asking the
MUC to preserve the land as a ro-
gional park.

8 Beaconsficld forest:

Size: 142 hectares,

Owmership: Yale Properties owns
31.5 hectars, Optimum Construction
owns 30 heclares and a of
small landowners share the

Statas: Parts along the strip of land
arc zoned
dwelling and industrial.
under the MUCs green-space frecae.
The city has passed & resolution ask-
ing the MUC 10 preserve the land asa

paric
B Meadowbrook Golf Comree:
Sizez 57 hectares; about half in Ville

ic.

Statas: Zoned for low density hous-
ing. The citizens’ group Guard Our
Local Face wants the entire golf
course preserved as & groen Space.
Marathon bas proposed a 3,000-unit
housing development, with 2,000 un-
its in Ville Si. Pierre and the rest in
Cdte St. Luc. On Jan. 29, Cbie St
Luc has passed a resolution calling
for prescrvation of the golf course as

n space. Ville St. Pierre is deter-
mincd to press ahead with housing.

-~ Bicycle paths

pedestrian
way and hydroelectric lines, acquisi-
tmofwommdmemum'g
a “green " of parkiand on
eastern tip of the island.

The MUC also promised in De-
cember to buy or expropriate a 30-
hectare chunk of Lhe Bois Franc for-
est in Dollard des Ormeaux and pro-
serve it as a regional park.

Le Roux, a founding member of the
coalition, said the MUC's green-
space policy marks a long-overdue
tumaround.

“To make the island green again
and create access to the water is going
10 take a change of aftitude,” she
said. “Luckily, Montrealers have wa-
kened up in time.”

Despite Montreal’s stunning set-
ting, surrounded by water and
topped by a mounmn.poorphnmng
has made much of the city an ecologi-
calwaadand.yem-spaoeadvm

'Y'he city lags far behind Toronto
mdevenbehmdNewYorkl‘orpark

The MUC has 1.27 hectares of
parkland per 1,000 inhabitants, com-
pared to 3.7 hectares per 1,000 in To-
ronto, MUC figures show.

Montrea! would need two more
parks the size of Mount Royal, in ad-
dition toall of the present green space
on the istand and lle Bizard, to have

of Conservation Pledge Canada, a
nalure trust, and an organizer of the
Green Coalition.

Vancouver has seven times as
much green space per capita as Moni-
real, Donovan said.

Montreal's green-space deficit is il-
lustrated by a study of biomass —
which measures the density of vege-
tation — commissioned by the MUC
in June 1988,

Gresn space
Satellite i show that 42 per
cent of the of the MUClm

llule or no living v

is, the land is cov: with buildinss.
asphalt and other non-living sur-
faces.

Forest — considered to have the
highest biomass — covers less than 6
per cent of land in the MUC and is
limited to Lie Bizard, the West Island
and Mount Royal.

Another 22 per cent of the land
was rated as low to medium biomass
— categories that range from tree-
lined residential areas to farmland.
Those areas are concentmted on the
West Island and a few residential
arcas closer (o the city core such as
the Town of Mount Royal.

The few remaining traces of nature
are disappearing from the Montreal
areaat adisturbing rate, says Richard

reau, assistant director of park
planning for the MUC.

“Il' we don't intervenc, the situation
will continue (o deteriorate unti it
becomes imevensible,” he said.

“We're going to see residents leav-
ing the island. We're going 10 see in-
dnslnulavm'the istand — pasticu-
laﬂy the new, high-technalogy indus-

emplnnu the quality of
the envircnment.”

Trees are essential to the environ-
ment because they cool the air and
purify it by collecting airboroe parti-
cles and producing oxygen, Geu-
dresu said. Grass alone has a much
smaller impact on air quality and
temperature control.

The “lifeless, barren wasieland”™
much of the city has become also has

psychological repercussions, said Da-
vid Fletcher, president of Citizens for
the Bois Franc.

“You pay for this in the level of
frustration of your inhabitants. i cre-
ates increased violence and agres-
sion,” said Fletcher, a Grade 6 teach-
erin

The Green Coalition’s roots are in
the unspoiled, treed waterfroat com-
munily of Saraguay next to Cartier-
ville on the Rivitre des Praines
That’s where Sylvia Oljemark, 49,
the coalition’s soft-spoken co-foun-
der and acknowledged inspiration,

up.
’E“\\'Ie'm not wildeyed radicals.
We're just middlo-ofthe-road people
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who are concerned sbout their en-
vironment,” she said in an interview
in her modest, maple-furnished

Oljemark became involved as an
environmental activist, somewhat to
her own surprise, in 1987, when she
noticed that a creek she had skated
on as a child was no longer freezing
over and oozed with a black, oily sub-
stance.

She investigated, and found that Jo-
cal industries were dumping waste
into 1he crecks.

*I'm a layman. | don’t know all
those polyunpronounceable things.
But | found ot what pollution
was.”

Soon, Oljemark had 200 volunteers
working on a campaign 10 clean up
the crecks. 1t resulted in a joint study
by the Quebec Environment Depart-
ment and MUC that identified 50
oompames polluting the crecks.

Oljemark icamed that Dol-
lard des Ormeaux was planning to
extend de Salaberry Blvd. through
the centre of the Bois Franc and 1o
bulidoze more than half of the forest
1o make way for a housing develop-
ment.

“I'd been battling for the creek that
goes through the forest. | discovered
that mnslol'thefmmmtobcde-
stroyed,”

In |988. Oljmmk and several
‘other groups lrying 1o smve green
spaces formed Green Enviconment

-
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West lsland, which was replaced by
the Green Coatition in August 1989.

She says it is not right that develop-
ers owrung huge tracts of land, such
as the Groupe immobilier Grilli Inc.,
negotiate major projects with munic-
ipal officals behind closed doors.

“The Grilli corporation is calling
the shots. He's drawing the map, not
the MUC, with input from citizens.
We want (o put an end to 1hat.”

Local municipelities must make
grecn space a lop priority, said Jean-
Claude Marsan, head of the faculty of
architecture and urban planning at
the Université de Montréal.

in this century, the Montreal arca
mushroomed, bul litthe thought was
given (0 preserving green space, he
said. “In the |19th century, it was

.more common 10 provide for

peris.”
Many parks lost

In the late 19th century, Montreal
had many public squares and parks,
such as St. Louis, Viger and Victoria
Squares and lhec:tyspnde the pask
on Mount Royal, which was created
in $888. Bu1 many were lost under
new buildings and streets as Lhe city

w::l the 20th century, the tradition
was lost,” Marsan said.

Beaconsficld Mayor Rustad is a
leading critic of the coalition. She
charges it represents primarily privi-

The greening

of Montreal
A new breed of environmental ac-
livist is making local governments
sit up and take notice. Since it was
founded in August, the Green Co-
alition — a federation of aboul 40
groups — has launched vocal
. campaigns fo save green space in
several west-end muncipalities.
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leged West Jsland residents wha g
ready have more than their fair shase
of the island’s green space.

w?: Island people alu :Emled " she
said. “They've got a lot llmﬂ.
The egll end people don' ka

But Oljemark rcjects the perception
of the coalition as a West lstand
movement

*“The West Island has been the fo-
cus of the Green Coulition but it's
becoming somcthing cise,™ she sajd,
“li s1arted here because there is gt
some green space left on the
Island.”

For Oljemark, the next major chal-
lenge is to make the coalition, whose
members will elect their first board of
directors at a meeting Apnl 4, an ef-
fective force throughout the "Mont-
real area.

The coalition has become involved
in battles from Oka, where the Kane-
satake Mohawk band
posal by the Oka Golf Club lo cut
down forest 10 expand 11s golf course,
to the lles de Boucherville, where
South Shore residents have opposed
a planncd condominium develop-
ment.

The coalition proposes (0 help fi-
nance the acquisition of green space
by a green louc?r and provincial gov-
emment issuc of $500 millson in con-
servation bonds. The lottery scheme
has received accolades, but no firm
commitment, from MUC and pro-
vincial officials,
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or environmentalists in the Mont-
real area, Mario Grilli is public en-
emy No. 1.

Gnlli owns 1.9 million hectares of

forests and fields on Lhe 1sland of Montreal and in
lle Bizard, Pincourt, Laval and Blainville — just 1o
name a few municipalities.

He's the biggest and most powerful real-cstale
developer in the area. In the last 30 years, his

company has built more than 5,000 houses.

And if he has his way, he will build thousands
more on the land environmentalists claim are the
only remaiming green spaces on the island.

But Grilli, 54, says he's nol the cnemy here. He's

justtmnslomakelnhanadouar and has fol-
lowed a philosophy that land can make you nich.

“1 built my first house with a pick and shovel
with my brother in 1957, the ltalian-bom busi-
nessman recalled in an interview in his Kirkland

office.

Grilli says the real culprits are Lhe politicians and
urban planners for a city Lthat doesn’t know how 1o
plan for its Tuture,

In the last 15 years, Grilli has seen his land hold-
ings mushroom (rom 1hree tracts in Pincourt, Picr-
refonds and ile Bizard 1o almost all the undeve-
loped land on the West Island.

And he now has a stake in three forests which
cnvirpnmentalists are strugghng 10 save (rom the
bulidozer — the Bois Frane in Dollard des Or-
meaus. the Anse 3 FOme forest in Ste. Anne de

Land developer blames city for poor planning

Bellevue and the Jie Bizard forest.

But Grilli wants enviconmentalists 10 know hrn
not against preserving Lhose forests and says lm
developments are abundant in green space.

The lie Bizard resident pointed out that he has
offered 10 sell lus 30-hecrare portion of the Bois
Franc 10 the Montreal Urban Community for $15
mmillion —- more (han twace what he pard for it foi:.r
years ago.

*We think the Bois Franc 15 an imporian r,nr,-
and should be protected. It's in the heose of G
MUC territory,” he said.

Gnili blamed (he green-space crisis or poc. plam-
ning by the MUC. ' As a develuper. we 1lan ahead
for a2 minimum of five (o P yer MUC
should have planned ab-zcd 5 ago and
bought the land.” he said.



